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REGIONAL FILM FUND — ROYALTIES FOR REGIONS 

244. Ms L. METTAM to the Minister for Regional Development: 
Before I ask my question, I acknowledge the presence in the gallery of students from St Denis School in 
Joondanna in the electorate of the member for Balcatta. 

Can the minister provide the house with details of the $16 million regional film fund announced last week? 

Mr D.T. REDMAN replied: 
I thank the member for Vasse for the question. Not so long ago the film Drift was filmed in part of her electorate. 
Films have made a contribution to local economies and create substantial opportunities in culture and the arts in 
Western Australia. It was fantastic to be in Peaceful Bay recently with the Minister for Culture and the Arts to 
announce in my electorate—a wonderful part of Western Australia—$16 million of royalties for regions funds 
towards a regional film fund. 

Mr F.M. Logan interjected. 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: Clearly, the member for Cockburn does not support culture and the arts. 

Over the last eight years of this government, 14 films have been produced in Western Australia at a total 
production cost of just short of $90 million, with a total of $42 million coming into Western Australia. Some of 
those films have been partly supported by royalties for regions funds, including the film Breath. We were on the 
set in Peaceful Bay of that film of the Tim Winton book, produced and directed by Simon Baker. We have also 
seen the production of the film Drift in Margaret River; Red Dog and its sequel, Red Dog: True Blue, in the 
electorate of the member for Pilbara; and Jasper Jones, which was produced in Pemberton. Rather than having 
a situation in which the people interested in producing films in Western Australia have to approach regional 
development commissions, we have sought to set up a fund as a one-stop shop for those who might be interested 
in filming productions in Western Australia. We are doing this through ScreenWest with some very clear and 
open processes and criteria set out. 

There are clearly strong benefits for Western Australia. One is the direct benefit of those productions to the 
economy, and that is happening in my hometown of Denmark, which is fantastic to see. It is interesting to note 
that the production of Breath has created 250 local jobs and a direct spend in the local community of $2 million, 
and $4 million in Western Australia. There is also the secondary benefit of the tourism and promotional activities 
that come from these film productions in Western Australia. 

This is a great outcome. There is the potential for Breath to be exposed to more than 20 million people and to 
bring something like $30 million of economic benefit to Western Australia. Royalties for regions is designed to 
unlock potential, and it is not only for big capital infrastructure. It also supports the cultural and artistic 
community, which is something that is totally foreign to the member for Cockburn. Nevertheless, we will 
continue to press on. Of course, as a potential economic driver for regional Western Australia, we think this is an 
excellent announcement—$16 million that signals to the rest of the world that Western Australia is open for 
business if people want to come here to make a film. 
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